
COVER STORY

April 47

having a roof over my head and having

education, I’ve done all of this myself.

Money that I’ve put into Flash Trash has

been my own, which I’ve worked for.”

Atherton’s ambition dates back to 

her school days. “At Benenden I set up

my own position as head of weekend

activities, so I reorganised all the stuff

that they’d planned,” she laughs. “And the

school council weren’t very happy when 

I decided to make cheaper versions of the

Benenden hoody.”

It is this kind of motivation that

Atherton wants to inspire in other young

women. She believes that “finding 18 and

19 -year-old girls who are really driven 

is nigh impossible”, which was reason in

part for her agreeing to take part in E4’s

forthcoming reality show. The show will

be produced by Sarah Dillistone – the

brains behind ITV2 hit The Only Way Is

Essex –  and will be aired later this year.  

Atherton sees the programme, which

will trail her and a group of young,

affluent friends making their way in life, as

a way to challenge common perceptions.

“Although you’re in this scene, it doesn’t

necessarily mean you’re not doing

anything,” she says. “It’ll be a great tool to

show the public that actually, we’re doing

a lot with our lives.”

It is little surprise that she doesn’t find

much time to unwind, often spending

evenings at The Ivy – one of her favourite

haunts – networking. “There’s just no

switching off – I have in mind a lifestyle I

want to have.” 

But when it comes to her modelling

career, she has decided to take things

slowly in order to focus more on her

business undertakings. “If I get certain

requests I’ll go through with them. I’ve

had a lot of fun but I feel like I’m past that

phase of my life now.”

In the immediate future, Atherton 

is working on her first venture into

accessory design, in the shape of a

collaboration with 2010’s New Jewellery

Designer of the Year, Alexander Davis 

– a friend of hers – with their debut line

launching in June. And beyond that? “Ask

me next week and I’ll probably tell you

about 20 different things.”

➔myflashtrash.com 

Golden Beauty From top: 18ct 
yellow gold Algorithmic ring 

by Phillipe Cramer,  £675

Hands of Protection bracelet 
by Julia Burness, £35 each

15ct gold Mimosa ring with 
135 yellow sapphires  by 

Nathalie Queyraud, £11,641


